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MISSION STATEMENT
 Responding to the call of the Gospel, Christopher Homes, Inc. strives to provide decent, 
affordable housing to vulnerable members of our community.
 All who are associated with Christopher Homes, Inc. have the right to respect, dignity 
and a sense of well being. Therefore, through the service and commitment of our staff 
and volunteers, we will enable our residents to grow spiritually, socially, and intellectually,  
empowering them to develop their optimal potential.
 Christopher Homes is a senior living ministry of the Archdiocese of New Orleans.
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“I am the light of the world; whoever follows me will not walk in 

darkness, but will have the light of life.” — John 8:12
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CELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY MONTH

In celebration of Black 
History Month, we honor the 
Venerable Henriette Delille 
and continue to pray for her 
Sainthood. 

One of New Orleans’ notable 
religious figures, Henriette 
Delille, was a woman of 
color who experienced a 
religious transformation in 
her twenties, leading her to 
be an influential member of 
the community. 
She, along with a group of 
Christian women, joined 
together to nurse the sick, 
care for the poor and instruct 
the ignorant. This group was 
the start of the Sisters of the 
Holy Family, officially formed 
in 1842.

The sisters served all 
members of the community, 
including slaves, children 
and adults. They eventually 
took in elderly women and 
therefore opened America’s 
first Catholic home for the 
elderly of its kind, as recorded 
in the National Register. This 
establishment is now the 
Lafon Nursing Facility of the 

Holy Family. 

Henriette Delille’s cause for sainthood was opened by Saint John Paul II in 1988 and she has been 
named Venerable – the second stage of elevation to sainthood. 

The Sisters of the Holy Family has missions in other parts of the country and the world, but New 
Orleans has always been the order’s home. The order still serves many ministries throughout the New 
Orleans area, including the management of Delille Inn and St. John Berchmans’ Manor 

“I believe in God. I hope in God. I love. I want to live and die for God.” Mother Henriette Delille



3

PAVING THE WAY

SERVICE COORDINATION
After 12 dedicated years, Lead Service Coordinator, 
Greta Thompson, has retired. Greta’s dedication 
and care towards our residents will be missed by all. 
Thank you, Greta, for your many years of service!

Sister Agnes Marie Sampta, Delille Inn Manager, 
and her fellow sister, Sister Clare of Assisi 
Pierre, were two of the first African American 
undergraduates of Loyola University, earning 
their bachelor of arts degrees in education in 
1963. Recently, the sisters were featured in 
The Loyola University New Orleans Magazine, 
where they shared their stories of following 
their calling to sisterhood with the Sisters of 
the Holy Family.  Both sisters have shared their 
gifts with the Christopher Homes community 
and Sr. Agnes continues to serve the residents 
of Delille Inn. 

Sr. Clare was called home to the Lord in August of 2021. 

Learn more about the sisters’ journey at www.christopherhomes.org/news

Photo credit: Loyno

Natasha Baxter has been promoted to 
Director of Service Coordination. Natasha 

has advocated for the residents of Wynhoven 
for over 7 years and we are excited to see 

all that she will accomplish in her new role. 
Congratulations Natasha! 

PLEASE HEAD OVER TO OUR CAREERS LINK ON WWW.CHRISTOPHERHOMES.ORG TO VIEW OUR JOB OPENINGS!
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VETERAN’S DAY (VSM MM)
On November 11, we saluted our veterans across our 
properties. A special thank you to all who have served our 
country! 

GO SAINTS
Wynhoven residents put on their black and gold and supported our Saints at an end of the season 
tailgate party!
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DAY OF REFLECTION

STAYING SAFE
As the Omicron variant began to spread in our region, our staff quickly jumped into action to take precautions 
to keep the virus from impacting our properties. One such step was connecting our residents with on-site Covid 
testing. We thank our service coordinators and local pharmacies and organizations that worked together to 
bring testing to all of our sites. 

Christopher Homes managers and leaders gathered for Day of Reflection where they were encouraged to pause, 
reset and focus on how they are called to be servant leaders in our ministry. 

Archbishop Aymond led the staff in a prayer service where he “thanked God” for their commitment to minister 
the love of Christ to others.
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iGiveNOLA

Rouquette Lodge 
residents used 
their talents to 

raise money for 
their iGiveCatholic 

fund. 
They held several 
crafts fairs in the 

fall where they 
sold their unique 

creations! 

Thanks to the contributions of our generous supporters, 

we raised $65,000 during iGiveCatholic! All funds raised 

will go towards our meal program, transportation and 

other basic needs.

Congratulations to the residents of Rouquette Lodge and 

Villa St. Maurice for winning our #iGiveCatholic contest! 

CREATIVE FUNDRAISING

The 4th grade students at St. Catherine of Siena School collected household items and donated them to the 
residents of St. Ann Square. In addition to their donations, they spread Christmas cheer with their homemade 
cards for the residents. This has become an annual service project for the 4th grade and we are grateful for 
their generosity. 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT



CELEBRATING THE HOLIDAYS
As activities have gradually increased across the properties, residents were eager to safely 
celebrate the holidays. 
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FROM THE DEACON’S DESK
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Dear Residents and Staff,

Recently, during an early morning commute on the Causeway, as the sun was breaking above 

the horizon and illuminating the eastern sky; I noticed how clear the view was over the water 

on that side of the bridge. In contrast, the western sky had such a haze or fog over the lake 

that  neither the water nor the southshore was visible. It occurred to me that this was a 

meaningful analogy of the light of Christ in our lives.

It is only through our faith, our belief in the second person of the Blessed Trinity, God made 

man, that we can find true peace in the chaos of this world. Just as the sun burns off the fog 

over the eastern lake while the western end remains obscured, until those refulgent beams 

clear its view; so too does the light of Christ free us from the darkness or confusion we must 

face so often in this life.

In the Gospels, Christ promises that those who respond positively to his call with faith 

and discipleship will be blessed with “the light of life.” And the life our Lord promises us is 

eternal. God the Father sent Jesus into the world, darkened by sin, to be its spiritual light. As 

the light, Jesus guides us on the way to eternal life with the Father.

God uses all means to guide us along the way of our Lord’s path, one of which is the example 

of others. We have an example of our own who has been and continues to be a lamppost to 

shine a light for us to follow in Venerable Mother Henriette Delille, foundress of the Sisters 

of the Holy Family. Henriette responded to God’s call to holiness and at a time when the 

New Orleans culture included a darkness against young women of color. It was then that 

she shined forth, rejected the expectations of that day, and followed our Lord in faithful 

discipleship. As a result, we have today the Sisters of the Holy Family who continue her 

example to be a light for others.

Each of us, by virtue our baptism, are called to discipleship. What will we do today to be an 

example of Christ’s light to others? St. Paul tells us of that of the three theological virtues, 

“faith, hope, and love, the greatest is love.” Will I allow my love for Christ to guide me today in 

acts of humble service and be a sign of his light for others?

God’s blessings,

Deacon Dennis F. Adams

Executive Director, Christopher Homes


